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SIR, 


OU tell me, that the Animadverter on the 

Y Dean of St. Pauls Vindication of the Doctrine 

of the Holy-Trinity is about to offer New 
occaſion, to increaſe your Concern and Wonder ; by 
giving yet a farther proof of his Cavilling Rude- 
neſs, while the former great Inſtances of it, have 
hitherto remain*'d, without any full and particular 
Rebuke. 

But it may perhaps ſomewhat abate your Wonder, 
if you RefleCt a little upon what that Authoor him» 
ſig ſuppoſes, towards the latter end of his Animad- 
verſions, when he may be thought to have ſpent 
himſelf into a Cooler Fit, that Notwithſtanding the 
vaſt Pains he had taken, the greateſt part of his 
Animadverfions would remain flighted 
and deſpiſed as they well deſerv'd, and Page 347. 
as hitherto they have really been ; for 
as I reckon the Argument and Reaſoning Part” of it, ts 
have the very leaſt ſhare in the Book, yet that, ſuch as ir 
is, has been expoſed, and anſwered in the Defence, 
and as to the Remainder, He is, as 
that Aathour very truly ſays of him, Def.p. 98. 
by much an over-match for any Man 
who is a Chriſtian, For as he even takes pains to 
diſcover, how much his Malice had inſpired the Satyr, 
the Venom plainly over-ſpreads the Book. It has 1n- 
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deed given the Tin&are to all that looks like wit in it, 
but when the Authozr would ſeem to Reaſon a little, 
the prevailing Paſſion will hardly give him leave : but 
the Gall over-flows with violence and ſpoils the Ar- 
gument. ?Tis this alſo that has led him to hunt af- 
ter, and tocatch at the moſt wretched Trifles, rather 
than to want matter, whereon to vent his virrulent 
foam, and indignation againſt the, Dear. 

Andaltho* the Reverend Deas bimſelf is very juſtly 
above the reſentment of it, for this mans Paſhon 1s 
Ro. more able to do him barm than; his Arguments ; 
yet it is too Main an ingredient in the Character both 
of the Perſon and the Book, not to be taken Notice of 
by every. Body elſe that Conſiders ther, And this, 
even thoſe that are but too well pleaſed to ſee Clergy- 
Men be-{patter one another, and who: are: no Friends 
tothe Dear in particular, were forc*'d. to, Contels. 
And. I remember when: the Azimadverſions firit ap» 
peared, tho? it but: too well agreed with forgaing 
Pamphlets, to cheriſh a. rancorus bumour then: very 
prevailing in ſome People againit:the Dean, and that 
more for his being in good earneſt tor the Government, 
than either for his taking the .Qath,, or his Reaſons for 
it 3 yet they that were ſp gratified, could-not deny,,. but: 
that:the Greb-ſbreet Uige, asithad-the leis malice, it 

was in ſome reſpects; the cleaner roo. 

Cenf6.p.22. And: a Socinian Friend of the: Animadver- 
ters, ( with whom: he declares upon the 

Matter,, that he:is well agreed; and ſays,that the differ- 
ence between-them, as the Arnimadverter has ſtated it, 
is: indeed nothing,.) cannot however. avoid vemarking 
that: the: Animadverſions were rather upon Dr.. Sherlach 
than: his Hypotheſis, becauſe: the Scuri/iry exceeds tha 
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Argument, and he adds, that in it, was more Barbayity 
in point of Morality or Manners, than ever Dr, Sherlock 
was guilty of im Orammer by Speech. And one, who 
declares himfelf a very humble Admirer of the 
Animadverters Explication , and writes Encomiums 
upon his wit, yet cannot but own, that his Per 
was too deeply dipt in Gall, and that he 
went 4s far as entuy could provoke him. Paye 10. 
Do&t. of Trin. not Explain'd, but af: 
erted. ] And ſince they that were no Admirers of the 
Dean , have been even conſtrained ro acknowledge 
the outragious dealing he has had from the Adnimad- 
wverter, it Was a needleſs trouble for him or his 
Friends, as it would indeed have been too great a 
Condeſcenſion to the Author, and a miſpence of titne, 
to have taken any particular Notice of the greateſt 
part of the Animaaverſions, 

It would have been an employment as trifling as his 
own, in blowing after Feathers, or catching of Flyes ; 
or ſomthing yet more Scandalous to be imitated, the 
anſwering of Ballads or Lampoons, as the ——_ 
expreſſes it, which, though the Animadverter had ſo 
much time upon his hands, and fo little Religion in 
him as to write, even the Deans Admirers it ſeems, had 
more honeſty, and tnore buſineſs too, than to reply to. 

So that you ſee I am ſtill of the ſame Opinion with 
the Friends of the Reverend Dean, that the tmean and 
undecent cavilling in the Animadverſiors,cven anſwer'd 

it ſelf, and that the Authoar, fo far as he is gueſſed ar, 
| has not done Dr. Shey/ock , but himſelf, the intend- 
ed injury ; for the poyſon Notwithſtanding all the art 

in the mixture, very ng Marry at Top. The 

anger and vexation of _ has been abundantly 
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too ſtrong for his. deſign, which would-not ſuffer him, 
how witty ſoever his malice made him, to be prudent 
enough in the concealment, and ſo to do the thorou 
miſchief that he aimed at. For it plainly carries him 
into ſuch ridiculous exceſſes, in loading his charge, in 
pecking at every miſplac'd letter,and every miſprinted 
Accent, and this, with ſo much induſtrious gravity and 
concern, as if the whole Common-wealth of Learning 
lay at ſtake. 

Tis not very agreeable to my Natural Temper, 
and I muſt own *cis not without ſome hazard, 
to have to do with ſuch an angry Waſp, but yet the 
ſervice that you ſay, may be poſſibly done to Religi- 
on by the attempt, has encouraged me to go on, and 
if Ican contribute any thing to allay that pleaſure,that 
ill Men make to themſelves from this Authors writ- 
ings, in order to Flirt at Religion, through his falſe 
miſpreſentations both of the words and ſence of the 
Reverend Dean. T ſhall not repent any uneaſfine$, or 
even any revilings,I may undergo for ſo good an end. 

And now ?cis no difficult matter for you to gueſs, 
what it is that I farther airh at : Even to recolle& 
whar I long a go have abſerved to you of this Authors 
unfair and difingenous proceeding withthe Deaz of St. 
Pauls ;.and that with particular regard to the Preface, 
and the Three laſt Chapters of his Book, for the reſt, 
as *tis conſidered in the Defence of the Deans Notion, 
it ſeems to have been little more than ſpeciouſlly of- 
fered, as a Covering to.his main ſpightful deſign ; 
whichis indeed toolarge of it ſelf, and too oft repeat- 
ed, to be Nicely trac'd by any, but thoſe that have the 
{ame ill Nature with the Animadverter, or that can as 
eaſily neglect their mare. important concerns, 


Yop. 


—_ — — — _—_— — — 


| ($3) 


You are not therefore to expeQt,any minute examina- 
tion, of all the particular inſtances of his rage andfolly;. 
it will no doubt be ſufficient, to offer ſome of them to 

our view; for as you will not need, fo I believe you 
will hardly delire, any farther acquaintance with the 
Man or his Book. 

The true account of them both I ſhall endeavour to 
repreſent to you, by ſhowing the falſeneſs- of his 
Charge it ſelf in ſome particulars ; and then the great. 
malice and Perſonal indignation he teſtifies againſt the 
Dean, in the mannagement of it, which is enough to 
make every prudent Man very cautious, how he be. 
lieves all the Stories and elaiions of ſo ſpight- 
full an Adverſary. 

As to the falſeneſs. of the Charge ; ſo far as it re- 
ſpets the Deazs Notions, in the Explication of the. 
Dotirine of the Holy Trinity. The Defender has re- 
torted the Arguments upon the Animadverter, and 
particularly as to the heavy araignment 
of Tritheifm.T he ſame ObjeCtion heſays, Page 82. 
lying as. equally againſt Three 1ntelli» 

ent Perſons as againſt Three Minds ; and as to the 
turious Accuſation of Socizianiſm, which makes up one. 
part of the Preface, I ſhall have occaſion to Conſider 
the falſhood of that, when I reflect upon 
the Malice of it. That which our Animadver: 
Authour ſeems to lay his greateſt ſtreſs Page 328. 
upon ; as _ his Reader-it deſerves 
a Second peruſal, is the Chapter of Paradoxes as he 
calls them. And indeed -here. one. would think, the 
Animadverter ſhould be moſt honeſt, and moſt exatt; 
becauſe he appears as Confident and: Triumphing as 
his Charge is high; And yet I ſhall ſkow,that _ 
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he has not only miſtaken,but Notortouſly prevaricated 
too ; Andto thatend, I ſhall run over ſome part of his 
Chapter of Paradoxes,which will be enough for a Tafte 
as I deſign it, of his integrity, and his good Nature. 
The firſt of theſe Paradoxes, is, what 
Page 294. he had largely diſcourſed of before, at 
the beginning of his Book, and the whole 
Raillery, both here and there, ſeems to be found- 
ed upon a willful Miſrepreſentation of the Deans 
Sence and meaning, and that eſpecially by cutting of 
the Sentences, from ſeveral parts of his Book, with- 
out any regard to their Connexion to the Diſcourſe 
they are divided from, and then jumbling them toge- 
ther to make a Paradox, This I might fay is a com- 
men Practiſe with him, but is particularly obſervable 
here. For the Deans Aſſertion, I know nothing in the 
world that we do perfectly underſtand, refers plainly to 
the Nature and Efſences of things, both by what goes 
before, and what follows it, for headds : it is azreed 
by all men that they tannot be known, but only their pro- 
perties and qualities, and when *tis own*d we do not 
underſtand them ?tis ſurely a vain thing toſay what is, 
or What is not a Contradittion about them. Now is 
there any beſides our Authour, would from hence 
affirm, that though a man diſcourſes never 
Page 295. ſo falſely and inconſiſtantly of God, oy 
of any thing elſe, yet he cannot be juſtly 
charged as guilty of « Contradiition ; when this is to 
be reſtrain'd to the Eſſence of God, and the Eſſences 
of things, about which we cannot diſcourſe at all ; 
becauſe we indeed know nothing of them : And there- 
fore as to what follows ; although the Dear, nor the 
Amnimadverters, can comprehend what the God-Head, 
that is the Eſſence of God is ; yet tis no preſumption to 


affirm 


; K. 
6 Q 
: 
; 
_ R 
- —_ 


(7) 
affirm it a CantradiQtion , to ſay there are Three 
Godheads (which is the meaning of Three Perſons 
who are divided and feparated from one another) and 
but One Godhead. Becauſe tho? we comprehend not 
the Godhead, yet we know the Godhead is but One, 
and cannot be Three and One without a contradiQtion. 

The next thing he calls a Paradox, is grounded up- 
on the difference between a Similitude and an Exam- 
ple ; which our mighty Criztick very Learnedly dif- 
cufſes. for four or five Pages. And yet he offers not 
to deny, that the word /;te may be undifferently uſed 
in and about either of them, according to general 
practice ; ſo that for all the laborious cavilling, in one 
Senſe it might. be properly faid of this Divine One- 
peſs, (that 1s, the Eſſcatial between the Father and 
the Son, of which the Deaz had been treating) that 
there is nothing 1n- Nature like it ; that is, comes up 
toit; and in another ſenſe, that there is ſomething 
like it ; that is, reſembles it ; and yet he that fayes 
them both ſhall neither contradit our 
Saviours words, nor his own. Asto Page 296. 
the reſt, wherher mutual Conſciouſneſs 
does not as caſily convey the ſenſe of the Divine 
Union to our Minds, as mutual in Being or in Ex- 
iſtence ;, and whether they do not amount to one and 
the ſame thing, when we ſpeak of a Mind or Spirit, 
Ethink may be very well left with the Reader, eſpe- 
cially if he.pleaſes to read the 71, &c. Pages of the 
Defence, where the Deans Notions about Mutual and 
Self-Conſcioufneſs are yet farther explained, 

In:the next, he ſeems not fairly to have p.3oz. 
given his Reader either the Deaxs Senſe or his 
Words ; for beſides that according tocuſtom,he _ 
regar 
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regard to the connexion; here he leaves out two mate- 
rial words : Let us conlider both the one diſingenuous 

iece of uſage, and the other, The Dean before, had 
be largely diſcourſing how apt Men are, from the 
vulgar Notion of Subſtance, to conceive of an Infi- 
nite Mind after the manner of a Body, and to diſtinguiſh 
between the Matter or Subſtance, and the Powers and 
Vertues of the Divine Eſſence, as they do between Mat- 
ter, und Qualities, and Accidents in Bodies : Whereas 
ſayes the Dean, We know nothing of the Divine Eſc 


ſence, but thit God is an Infinite Mind. And then it 


follows according to our Author, (but the words an 
Infinite Mind remarkably omitted) Ard if we ſeek 
for any other Eſſence or Subſtance in God, but an Infinite 
Mind ; that is, Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneff, 
the Eſſence of God, though conſidered but as One Nume- 
rical Perſon, is as perfettly unintelligible to us, as One 
Numerical Eſſence or Subſtance of the Three Divine 
Perſons in the ever bleſſed Trinity, By which the Dear 
plainly means ; if we conceive not Spiritually of God, 
that is, as of an Infinite Mind, all the other Notions 
we frame of his Subſiſtence, whether under Three 
Perſons or One, will be equally unintelligible and in- 
conſiſtent And that this is all his meaning, appears 
alſo by what follows, p. 70. It is this groſs and mate- 
rial imagination about the Eſſence and Subſtance of the 
Deity, which occaſions all the difficulties about the Notion 
of One God ; as well as of a Trinity in Unity. Now 
what Paradox there is in this, let any Man judge : 
For when we apprehend not God as a Spiritual Being, 
whatever conceptions we otherwiſe kave of him will 
be much alike. And fo all our Authors diſtinguiſh- 
ing Afﬀertions, and his Harangue upon them, fall » 
tne 
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the ground ; and which could not have been fo de. 
cently offered, had not Infixite Mind been fairly put 
out of the way. 

After the ſame manner offers he tous, Page 302. 
the following Paradox;by cutting off the 
Words, and abridging the Deans Senſe. What is intelle- 
ual Love!but the eral Ideas of Truth,or the true know- 
ledge and eſtimation of —_ ? Now why this Author 
left out, perfet# Ideas of Trath, and put or inſtead of 
and before eſtimation, which alters the Senſe, he can 
give the beſt account. But this is not all; to have 
yielded his Adverſary fair-play, he ſhould have con- 
ſidered ſomewhat the contexture of his Diſcourſe ; 
which was to ſhow that the Divine Truth and Wiſ- 
dom, as far as any thing can, ſpeaks the Divine Ef- 
ſence. And therefore the Dean ſayes juſt before ; 
Though we conceive the Divine Attributes and Perfettt- 
ons under different Notions and Charatters, ſuch as 
Wiſdom, Love, Jufice, Goodneſs, Power, they are in- 
deed nothing elſe but infinite Trath and Wiſdom, which 
recesves ſeveral charatters from its different effeits : 
And then it follows; For what is intelle:Fual Love, gc. ! 
Now to make this a Paradox, ſayes our Author, 
Love is one thing, and K owleadge is another ; but he 
ſhould have ſaid, intelleifual Love is one thing, and 
the perfett Ideas of Trath, or the true ren and 
eſtimation of things is another. But that would have 
made too great a diſcovery, and ſpoiPd his deſign. 
Love is one thing, ſayes he, and Knowleaze is another ; 
that is, in us, who know nothing perfe&tly : And yet 
even we, while we are under the ſober exerciſe of our 
Reaſon, love every thing, of which we have a true 
knowledge andeſtimation; and Loveand Eſteem ſure] 
differ little, eſpecially as they proceed from an intel}1- 
gent Being. C As 
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As to what follows of Juſtice and Goodnefi in God, 
it is there only ſpoken, as in the exerciſe of them to- 
gether; and therefore his inſtance of the Creation, 
before there was room for Reward or Puniſhment, is 
nothing to the purpoſe. And as to. his ObjeQion 
againſt perfect Power being perfeft Truth and Wiſdom, 
viz, that they differ formally, or in the notion of 
them, the Dean had own'd that above : But yet, that 
whatever God wills, it is as neceſſarily wife and true, 
as that he has willd it ; And that this Wiſdom and 
Truth moſt properly denominates the ation, and 
not the willing it, is what the Dean contends for, and 
what the Animadverter, with all his Metaphyſicks, 
can hardly make a ſhift to deny ; only he talks of 
Power and Wiſdom in the theory, when the Argu- 
ment plainly refers to them in practice. 

Of the ſame ftrain with this, is the 
Page 304. Paraapx that comes next, and that the 
Animadverter might be true to himſelf, 

tho* falſe to the Dear and his Reader, not without a 
aotorious wilful omiffion again, of what was neceſſary 
to. declare the Deaxs true Senſe ; In Men *tis only 
Kyowleage that is Power, &c. ſo that every Man can ao. 
what he knows how to ao ; if (adds the Dean imme- 
diately). he have proper inſtruments and materials to do 
it mith : Which explaining and limiting words, the 
Honeſt, the Confcientions Animadverter , purpoſely 
leaves out, to make way for him to ſhow his art at 
iving Inſtances, and to deal a few caſts of his Ma- 
Fee to the Deax : For had they been there,” we had 
loſt all the wiſe reaſoning about the aged Carpenter 


_ and! his. Ab//ities, and the remaining raillery of a 


whole Page, together with the formidable oppoſition 
of the Senſe of all Manlcind,againſt the Deans aſſertion, 
/, Again, 
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Again, This word Infinite, fayes the 
Dean , confounds our Notions of God, Page 3o6. 
This # falſe, ſayes the Animadverter, 
and he makes another Paradox of it ; and how | 
why , The thing indeed, ſayes he, ſignifed by the 
word Infinite, exceeds and tranſcends our Notions, but 
the word Infinite does not confound them. So that 
he in a manner yields the meaning of the thing, and 
only quarrels with the word that expreſſes it ; and 
his firſt quarrel with that, is, that a word cannot be 
ſaid to confound : T hope much better than a thing can 
be {aid to be derived. As for inſtance ; The thing « 
Myſtery, from the word uvis, as has been obſerved by 
the defender of the Deans Notion upon our Learned 
Critick ; and if words with a meaning do not con- 
found, ſurely words without any meaning at all, can- 
not ; becauſe they (ignthe nothing by which either to 
_— or to inform = he o_ -_ _ o_ or 
the thing i»finite, though it ma ielded to ſurpaſs 
ar doe = thou =, yet A muſt not be fig 4 
diſorder or confound them ! Now this, if it was. 
| es him in his own Senſe, is little more than a 

gurative quarrel ; for what exceeds our knowledge 
may in ſome reſpett be ſaid to confound it : But yet 
farther, infinite, as the Dean well ob- 
ſerves, and our Authour would have YVind. p. 77. 
done as well to have conſidered it, is 
only a negative term, and ſignifies that which has no end, 
no vos 4 no meaſure, and therefore no poſitive aps 
determined Nature, And as he after- 
wards fſayes, is ſo far from ſpeaking a Page 78. 
Per fettion, that it ſignifies nothing veal, 
And methinks our Author, who is ſo good at deri- 
ving things from words, might have eaſily derived all 

C 2 this 
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this from the word #»finizte, and without the charge 
of a Paradox, or the uſual civility of Ignorance and 
Impudence beſtowed upon the Deaz, have fairly con- 
felled, that it was Cuſtom alone that had reconciled 
all Divines and Philoſophers, in all Places and Ages, to it. 
The next Paradox hes ſome dependance upon the 
foregoing, and therefore you may believe *tis of the 
ſame complexion, for it reſpe&ts the word infinite ; 
which, ſince Cuſtom (as the Dean ſayes) had made it 
neceſſary to uſe, it was as neceſſary to explain what we 
mean by it, And he therefore adds, That an infinite 
Being ſignifies a Being abſolutely perfeft, or which has 
all poſſible {2 guar which has no other end of its per- 
feitions, but perfettion it ſelf. And the ſame he af- 
terwards ſayes of the Divine Attributes, That they are 
infinite Wiſdom, Goodueſs, &c. becauſe they have fixed 
and ſet bounds to their perfettions, beyond which they 
cannot go : Infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom knows all 
things that are knowable ; units Gooanefi can do all 
things that are $094, &c. Again, The 

Page 79. mature of Wiſdom, Power, Goodnef, is 
fixed and determined, and the utmoſt bounds 

of them is abſolute perfettion. But then he adds, Theſe 
Perfettions indeed may be called infinite in the negative 
fenſe, with reſpelt to us, that we know not, what the utmoſt 
extents of them are. And then it follows what our 
Author calls a Paradox ; We know not how far infinite 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power reaches ,, but then we cer- 
tainly know that they have their bounds, and that the 
Divine Nature s the utmoſt bounds of them : With 
which, if our Author had joyned fome of the fore- 
going Context, he could not with of agree an air 


of aſſurance bave pronounced, That for infinite Wiſ- 
a. 
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dom to have bounds, (which are all things knowable ; and 
the bounds of it to be the Divine Nature, or abſolute Per- 
fection ; ) is an expreſs and downright contradiction :. 
For the very ground of the Trick, or the Miſtake, is 
the double acceptation of the word finite, which 
the Dear had juſtly conſidered before, both in a poſi- 
tiveas well as in a negative ſenſe. And I am the 
more inclined to think it want of honeſty, than ad. 
vertency in our Author, becauſe he de- 
clares he read the Deans Book over and Page 380, 
over ; and then he could not fail of ſee- 
ing what is above ; and becauſe he owns the Deaz to 
be right in one ſenſe at leaſt, as to this lt 
very paſſage, and in the Chapter that | ,_ 1: 
he here refers to ; and then nothing but ka 
ſhameleſs diſhoneſty and ill will could lead him to 
add it here, to. increaſe the number of his Paradoxes. 
And by this time, I reckon, you may have 
had. enough of his fair dealing. But give me 
leave to conſider only the next, as a yet farther in- 
ſtance of it. This Creed (ſpeaking of the Athanaſian) 
dges not ſpeak of the Three divine Perſons as diſtinguiſh- 
ed from one another. Reading this as he had quoted 
it, I was as much amazed as this Author pretends 
himſelf, and with far greater reaſon, remembring 
how often the Deaz had occaſion to aflert the contra- 
ry ;. but turning to the place, I found ita mere coun- 
terfeit amazement in the Animadverter; for he had 
been at his old trade of leaving out of words ; viz. 
and ſeparated ; which had. it been honeſtly added 
to d-finguiſped, he knew very well it 
would have quite ruined the Paradox, Vind. p. 88. 
and his Diſcourſe upon it ; For the 
Dean obſerving that the Socinian had corrupted. 
the 
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the true meaning of the Athanaſizn Creed, by adding 
the only true God to every Perſon ; as if, ſayes he, 
each Perſon as diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated from the other, 
were the One true God : Whereas, continues he, the 
Athanaſian Creed only ſayes, The Father is God, the Sox 
is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God ; and yet they are 
not Three Gods, but One God, Which plainly ſhows, 
adds he, that it does not ſpeak of theſe Three divine 
Perſons, as diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated ſrom each other : 
But 4s united (as it follows} into Oe God, not as three 
parts of the Deity, but as Three Perſons (that is, not 
ſeparated though diſtinguiſhed) which are Eſſentially 
Oxe God, All which, though I doubt not, our Au- 
thor read himſelf, yet it was not for his purpoſe that 
his Reader ſhould. And but that you ſee this is ſo 
very common with him, we might well put him in 
mind to turn the amazement towards himſelf ; for un- 
leſs (as he has even fatally mentioned it) he could 
have put out his Readers Eyes, or at leaſt could have 
bribed them to look no farther than what he had writ, 
it was a vain aſſurance, though —_— bold and 

new, to think that ſo much manifeſt Falſhood could 
paſs _ and only by vertue of being 1o poſitively 
atterea. 

And now, ihould I go on tothe end of this Chapter, 
ir might prove doubly tireſome, both to you and to 
my ſelf : I ſhall therefore in compaſſion to us both, 
and in mercy to this A#thor, though he deſerves ſo 
little, &en leave the remainder, to be examined by 
thoſe,that have a better Opinion both of his Integrity 
and his Reaſoning. 

But yet, before I can diſcharge my ſelf of my 
Promiſe, Iam to conſider ſomething almoſt as bad 
as his «nfair dealing ; and that is his malicious un- 

chriſtian 
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chriſtian Temper, in the management” of his charge. 
And this indeed does fo plainly appear, that as I 
have already faid , it ſeems to have animared the 
whole work ; therefore before I deſcend to offer 
you the particular inſtances of it, I ought to obſerve 
upon what ſcore '1t is, that he has _ himſelf ſo 
large a leave,to fly out into-ſuch rough and violent 1x» 
vettives againſt the Dean ; for as bad as this Author 
is, he is not yet fo far loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame, as 
not to pretend ſome reaſon at leaſt, for his extrava- 
gant rage and fury ; though, perhaps when tis conſi- 
dered,the Railing would have done as well without it. 
And it is moſt remarkably placed 

in the beginning of that very Chapter, Chap. 11. 

which he ſets apart, as an account of 

the Deans Temper, though he therein much more 
plainly acquaints us with his own, and eſpecially by 

giving us this Rule by which we are to judge of it, 
and according to which it ſeems, he has ſquared his 
whole proceeding with the Deax : And his Rule is 
this, That as to an Adverſary himſelf, it is, no doubt, 4 
courſe juſtifiable beyond all exception, to take ones mea- 
ſares of treating him from the meaſures he has allowed 
himſelf, of dealing with others, Which, no doubt, is 
both good Divintty, and good Breeding ;. and laying 
it down as the foundation of his Libel again(t- the 
Dean, to ſtick the cloſer to his Principle, he all along 
takes care to-own that the Deax was not properly his 
Adverſary, but that he only, Good Man, unask'd, 
and out of a great love to the Sport, took up the 
Cudgels for other Men ; ſo that unprovok*d he al- 
faults the Dea», and ſuppoling he had (aid ſome hard 
words not of him, but fume. body elle, who —_ 
Wy 
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for any thing that he fayes to the contrary, be the 
poke” ag and then according to his own Rule, the 
Dean did what was warrantable, even if he had ren- 
dered Railing for Railing ; yet for all that, he was re- 
{olved to be more than even with him, and rather 
than not ſhow his Talent that way, Scold even for 
Scolding ſake. Nay fo great a Paſſhon has he for 
this, and for the Deaz, that almoſt at the very begin- 
ning of his Preface, he can hardly forbear falling foul 
upon all thoſe who will not joyn with him in the be- 
loved Diale&, and rail upon the Deaz for company. 
And though at the latter end of his Book, when he 

was neceſſarily, or delignedly, grown 
Page 377. morecalm, in order to make an humble 

Addreſs to Dr. F. FV. and W. I. the 
Title of which, in a moſt formal petitioning manner, 
he places in the Margin ; and as if he would lick 


'their very Feet, fawningly begs of them, to recall the 


Civil Language they had given the Dear : Yet for all 
that, Nature would have its courſe, and he could not 
long forbear ſhowing ſomething of it ; nay, nor al- 
moſt trom letting looſe upon them too, as a couple 
of ſoft and ignorant Mungrels, notwithſtanding the 
great Favour, he with ſo much earneſtneſi of intreaty 
expetted from them. 

But ſo far as it is poſlible,to give particular inſtances 
of a malice, that knows no bounds, and without 
tranſcribing the Book, which is indeed but one con- 
tinued inſtance of it, I ſhall point at ſome few, though 
not in the order they offer themſelves, but according 
to their degree, and as they may ſerve as a ſpecimen of 
the whole. 

And his more than Barbarous inſulting over 

the 
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ver the Deas for an infirmity, that would 

call for Compaſſion, from the moſt im- Page 63. 
placable of his Enemies, is very _ 

to be plac'd here, as the Frontispiece of his malice ; and 
the making a jeſt of the Aſthmatick Symptomes, 1s yet 
more and inhumane ; to have ſoberly charged 
him withit as a crime, would alone have been wick- 
ed and Notorious enough, but to make it the Subject 
of his ſport too, is ſomething that wants a Name : 
it is no wonder,that he catches at ſo many little things, 
to make up his izvedive {ince he was forc'd it ſeems 
rather than not to have a ſubject for his ſcurrilous wit, 
even to leave the Deaz, and fall foul upon Providence. 
And becauſe his wit flowes eaſily, when it has both 
malice and profaneneſs to | it the Career, he could 
not hold from letting it fly, from what was no fault 
in the Deaz, to that, which was his, and our Churches 
Glory, Viz. The Learned oppoſition that was made 
to Popery, and wherein he fo pecularly ſignaliz'd him- 
{elf in the late Reiga, while ſuch as our Authour lay 
lurking in their Holes, and now come out to Spit 
their venom upon thoſe , that both guarded them 
from danger, and brought them into the warm-Sun. 
Nay and that which he torces in, to piece together the 
ſhreds of his wit, ſeems to be even fatally mentioned 
to his own reproach, Viz. that our Foor-men could 
rebuke ſome Dottors ſhametull ſilence, in a Caule, 
wherein not only their Re/igio» , but their Preter- 
ments lay at ſtake; for I know not in what reſpect 
thoſe words of our Authour can retiett obloquy upon 
any Body elſe, but upon ſuch as himſelf, and the Jeſurts, 
for it touches not Dr. Sherlock, who fail d not to vin- 
dicate his Preſervative, though {o little occaſion tor it, 
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2nd it ought not to be mentioned, even by our learn- 
ed Aathour himſelf, without honour and reſpe& of 
William Giles. So that whoever Read the few firſt 
Lines of that Page, even though they are his very 
Friends, can hardly be bribed by the little wit that 1s 
in them, from Conſidering *the Animadverter, with 
indignation, and {ome ſort of generous ſhame. 

Of near affinity to this, is, his charging other mens 
Faults or miſtakes upon the Deazx, as his own ; which 
is indeed much the more Remarkable, when it is Con- 
fidered, what an out-crie he has made, and that he 

pretends to have given his Reader but a 

Page 328. Modicum, a hanafull or two as he expreſſes 
it, out of that full heap, that he had be- 

fore him, who can poſſibly believe this ; not only after 
he finds this Authour Catching at every little Trifle, 
but even alſo raking into other Mens follies, to fill up 
his Charge, and to throw them blindfold upon the 
Dean, It is plain, Notwithſtanding the vain ſhew to 
the contrary, that his malice was at a loſs for matter 
to work upon, and that the Deax was ſo innocent, that 
there was a neceſſity of making him guilty, though it 
were but by proxy, becauſe he was to be loaded, right 
or wrong ; of this, he makes an early diſcovery in his 
Preface, where if inany p_ his Charge 

Page xi, one would have thought ſhould have 
been moſt direct and full, becauſe accord- 

ing to his good Vatured deſign, moſt obvious to every 
Reader, and in agreement to the vehement furious 
flile with which it was writ ; but yet even here, our 
Authour is not only forc*d to look Twenty Years back- 
wards for ſomthing out of which to frame an Accuſa- 
tion ; but even to faſten other Mens #/a/phemies or ar 
leaſt 
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leaſt the true Sence of them as theirs,upon the Dea. So 
that whoever read only, as this Author had quoted, 
them could hardly avoid taking that to be Dr.Sher oct; 
Opinion, againſt which he ſo profeſſedly wrote. This 
was ſo very groſs that upon ſecond thoughts the 4»:- 
madverter, but it ſeems not till his Book was Publiſh- 
ed, was himſelf aſham*d on it : It 1s probable ſome 
Friend, if he has any, gave him the hint, and out 
come four or five Pages to clear himſelf, from ſo very 
obvious a Calumny , which he had thrown upon 
Dr. Sherlock. But yet *tis very remarkable that even 
at ſecond thoughts, a takes no manner of notice, of 
what the Doctor had own'd in his defence and conti- 
nuation of the diſcourſe concerning the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. That though Page 529. 
it was very plainly the ſenſe of thoſe 
DoQtrines againſt which he writ, yer that it might 
have been more inoffenſively expreſſed, and that there is 
an —_— due from us when we ſpeak of ſacred things, 
and that it is not fit alwayes to repreſent ſuch doctrines 
in their true and proper colours, Now this would have 
reſtrained any but our Author, from flying out with 
{o much bitterneſs againſt the Deay, or at leaſt from 
downright charging him, with what in the true 
ſenſe of the matter, his Adverſary was too plainly 
guilty of, 

And though this Author ſeems to have much kind- 
neſs for the melancholly DoEtrine of Gods vindictive 
Juſtice by a neceflity of his Nature, becauſe perhaps 
it agrees ”, well with his own, and yet is aſham'd of 
the Conſequences that too plainly flow from it ; to 
aſſert the one, and yet to fence off the other as well 
as he can, he till calls for more plain diret# and imme- 
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diate conſequences of that Opinion, but yet as it were 

in the behalf of Dr. Owez. 
I ſhall therefore repeat the Opinion in Dr. Owexs 
words, as quoted by Dr. Sherlock in his 
Page 528. foreſaid Defence and Continuation, and 
then leave you to judge whether the 
Conſequences already drawn, and repeated by this Au» 
thor in his Preface, are not plain direct and immediate 
enough : He reſolves the neceſſity of 4 ſatisfattion, ſayes 
Dr. Sherlock ſpeaking of Dr. Owez, into a vatural vin- 
diftive Juſtice, which makes it impoſſible that Gods An- 
ger ſhould be diverted from Sinners, without the inter- 
poſing of a 1. mag : And upon which account he 
tells us, ſayes he, That whatever diſcoveries were made 
of the Patience and Lenity of God unto us, yet if it 
were not withal revealed, that the other Properties of 
God, as his Fuſtice and Revenge for Sin, had their att- 
ings alſo aſſigned them to the full, there could be little 
comfort gathered from the former. And now that this 
highly diſparages the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, 


. 1s neither an obſcure or a remote. Conſequence ; and 


which Dr. Sherlock by clear and undeniable Argu- 
ments, proved both zz hiz knowledge of Feſtus Chriſt, 
and the continuation; which when this Author ſhall 
take upon him to anſwer, which he knows is another 
kind of work than Cavilling, he will not want a 
Reply. And he would do well alſo to take into con- 
ſideration, whether to call the former of the ſaid 
Books, a Blaſphewois Libel upon Chriſts 

Page 8. Satisfaition, as he does in his Preface : 
And again, 4 Book wrote againſt Chriſt's 

Page 12. Satisfattion, be indeed a plain dirett and 
immediate Conſequence from it, Or that 

Dr. 


("907 


Dr. Sherlock does not abhor, abominate and aeteſt ſuch 
an Aſſertion, as our Author expreſſes, it in the caſe of 
Dr. Owen. And to ſay this of a Book, wherein 
Chriſts SatisfaCtion is not only not oppugned, but 
aſſerted and maintained, and upon better grounds 
than to appeaſe a Vindiflive Anger in God, can be 
reſolved into nothing but a ſhamckbs Calumny, mali- 
ciouſly vented to blacken the Deay, and to give him- 
ſelf eaſe : For it ſeems he has born Dr. Sherlock a 
Grudge this Twenty Years, for expoſing one of his 
Beloved DoCtrines, and writing againſt his Friend 
Dr. Onez,but he had not the Heart to ſet upon him till 
now ; and to make ſome amends for the delay, he does 
it at laſt in ſo rough and Brutal a manner as if he had 
more mind to fall upon his Per/oz than his Arguments. 
For there is but another Paſſage, and that the 
only one, out of that Book that it ſeems he could 
properly fix upon Dr. Sherlock as his 
own , notwithſtanding the Threatzed Pref. p. 2. 
Remarks, and the heavy Charge he 
would pretend to lay againſt it ; and which, though 
it comes not under the ſtrickt Conſideration of the 
preſent Argument, yet becauſe there is little elſe in 
the Preface to be taken notice of, but what is even nau- 
ſcouſly repeated in the Book, I ſhall conſider it here, 
And it is that diſmal Afertion 
which, as he fſayes, utterly evacuates Page 9. 
and overthrows the whole Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and which he afterwards wickedly infinuates 
was in project at that time, But as I believe no body 
regards his Sugge/t;on, we ſhall be leſs affrighted 
with the zerroy of the Aſſertion, when we come nearer 
it; It 1s this, That 'tis not poſſible to underſtand what 
Good- 
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Goodneff is, without pardoning Grace, The plain mean- 
ing of which, without conſidering its connexion to 
the Diſcourſe, one would take to be this; That Good- 
neſs where-ever it is, neceſſarily ſuppoſes a Temper 
placable or eaſie to forgive ; and if Goodneſs does 
not imply that, ?tis ſurely not very caſie to underſtand 
what Goodneſs means, But that ſexſe our Author 
would put upon it is this, That the pardoning Grace 
of God, or the forgiveneſs of Sins throug Jelns 
Chriſt, was diſcoverable from the general knowledge 
of Gods Goodneſs, without the particular revelation 
of the Goſpel : For he draws this Concluſion from 
it, That conſequently the knowledge of Hm Grace, 
is not owing to Revelation , nor the Goſpel neceſſary to 
make a diſcovery of it to Mankind. Now beſides, that 
this conſtruction,one.cannot _ put upon the words 
as they lye ; a very little conſideration on what ac- 
count they are writ, will readily clear Dr. Sherlock, 

even in the Opinion of his Enemies : 
Vide, Xnow- For Dr. Owen had declared, That the 
leage of Jeſm Hove of God to Sinners, and his pardon 
_ P: 3% 3ng Mercy, could not have entered into the 
s Heart of Man but by Chriſt. Dr. Sher- 
lock underſtanding this, as he had reaſon, in the larg- 
eſt ſenſe, replyes, The experience of the whole World 
confutes him, for both Jews and Heathens (who undey- 
ſtood nothing at all of what Chriſt was to do, in order to 
our recovery) did believe God to be gracious, and merci- 
ful to Sinners, and had reaſon to do ſo, becauſe God him- 
ſelf had aſſured the Jews, that he was a merciful and 
gracious God, pardoning Iniquity, Tranſereſſions and 
Sins. And thoſe Natural Notions the Heathens had of 
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in the Work: of Creation and Providence, did aſſure- 
them, that God is very good. And then it follows, It 
is not poſſible 10 underſtand what Gooaneſs is, without 
pardoning Grace, I have tranſcribed this at large, to 
let you lee, that nothing but pure ill-will, together 
with a kind of diſhoneſty, could have drawn out ſuch 
a ſenſe from the Deans words, or have 
faſtened ſuch a ſcandalous imputation Page 10. 
upon him. As to his Arguments; he 
would wiſely _ by them, that becauſe God might 
poſſibly have had no Objects whereon to exerciſe his 
pardoning Grace, therefore his Goodneſs might be 
without all Mercy and Compaſſion, when he has ; 
this is all the force of the two firſt, which are both as 
impertinent,and unconcluding, as an Adverſary could 
wiſh. The third would prove, that either God muſt 
be even unrighteous, and beyond all meaſure incapa- 
ble of being provok*d, or he cannot be underſtood to 
be truly Merciful : So that although there might poſ- 
ſibly have been no Objects for Gods pardoning Mercy, 
had there been no Creation ; or had he Created Men 
and Angels impeccable ; and although ſome may now 
render themſelves directly unqualified for his laſt aQs- 
of Pardoning Mercy ; yet would it follow from any 
of theſe, that God 1s not, or was not alwayes, as he 
has proclaimed himſelf a God that delighteth in Mercy, 
a God pardoning 1ranſereſſion and Sin ! This Author 
has framed to himſelt ſuch a peculiar Notion of Gods 
Goodneſs, as with a little farther exerciſe of his Art 
upon it, he might &en diſtinguiſh into nothing ; bur. 
T hope ſome of it, he will reſerve for himſelf againſt a 
time of nced, 
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But to return from this digreſſion; I ſhall give 
another inſtance of his charging other Mens faults or 
miſtakes upon the Deaz though in a leſſer matter. 

And it is 0ze, which he owns himſelf in 

Page 336. his famous Remarks about Spelling, in 
the word Chry/om ; which it ſtems the 

Dean had writ as he found it in his Author, but be- 
cauſe He had not faults enough of his own,he muſt alſo 
account for this, and be jerked for not playing the Pc- 
dant , as our Authour has done, to leave his Argu- 
ment, to criticize learnedly about the miſplacing of 
Vowels and Conſonants ; and the ſuggeſtion is as filly 
as its malicious, that the Dea» would have ſtooped 
to lay hold on ſuch a poor advantage : But yet the 
Animadverter may be forgiven, that thought, ſince it 
is ſo truly meaſured by himſelf, to catch at a /etrer, in 
order to let ſlip an Argument ; yet if the Proteſtant 
Reconciler ſhould ſtand to his way of ſpelling, as I 
know not but he may, what will become of all our 
Authours wit and great — on this occaſion ; but 
it appears by this, that his ObjeCctions againſt the Dean 
run very low, when he was forc'd to take up with ſo 


*';nall a 'T rifle, and that borrowed too from another 


hand, and if it be azy, after all, it may be, the miſtake 
of the Preſs : But we need not wonder ſince the main 
of his Charge conſiſts in this ; the Erra:4 of the Prefs 
making up the ſubſtance of his ObyeCtions, and eſpe- 
cially thoroughout the Chapter of pretended miſtakes, 
Having now touched upon his Vocabulary learns 
ing, perhaps the Animadverter might take it all, if I 
ſhould make this alſo an I»ſtarce of his Malice, which 
he might deſign rather as an Inſtance of Sk:/, and to 
ſhow his acquirements in that profound Knowledge. 
But 
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But although I ſhall hereafter endeavour to do him 
right that way, and praiſe him as he deſerves, yer 
I muſt for the preſent take Notice, how much there 
appears of pure ſpight or of deſign in the matter ; 
ſince Notwithſtanding all his Sk;4, his own Reputati- 
on even in Grammar, was not to be raiſed but upon the 
ruins of the Dears ; to this purpoſe he takes abundance 
of Nice pains to ſearch not only throughout the Yix- 
dication F the Doftrine of the Holy-Trinity, but into 
ſeveral of the Deans other Books, to find out all mi/- 
printed Letters and words and Accents, and having 
Maſtered theſe together, he makes a whole Chapter of 
them and of his accurate Remarkes ; 
and calls them the Authours Grammati. Chapter 10. 
cal miſtakes in the Title of it ; which is 
pretty modeſt if compared with the Title Page 
of his B««k&, or with the whole Argument of 
this Chapter, which ſeems mainly intended to per- 
ſwade the Reader that the Dea» underſtands neither 
Greek nor Latin nor Common Sence ; whereas tis re- 
markable that he taxes him not, with one falſe Tra»/la- 
tion, which would have been worth all the Chapter, 
could he have met with it ; and which plainly throwes 
all this clamorous Noiſe of our Authoar from the Deas, 
upon the Preſs: And although he has in the Secoxd 
dition of his Animadverſions, given a ſingular ſplendid 
Inſtance of his malice in, publiſhing the Erratz of the 
Greek Accents, by placing them in length and order 
like a Muſter-Roll; yet was he ſo Captivated with the 
picaſure of looking upon theſe Trophies of his labour 
and proweſs, that he forgot what was Printed at the bot- 
tom of his own Errata in theſe words. If the Reader 
chance to meet with any more ſuch faults in Accents, he 


is deſired to Corre(t or excuſe them, together with all mi/. 
E point. 
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point 'ngs which in Books of any length are commonly too 
many to be particularly andexadtly ſet down, ſuch another 
jolly number, ris likely, according to his. own Con- 
teſion, might be publiſhed; (could one laboriouſly 
trifle as he has done) to be ſet againſt the Dears, 
which if you Compare, as they are filed together, the 
greateſt Number are but uneven daſþes inthe Pointing: 
But we may forgive the Animadverter ; his malice 
mult needs be before-hand with his Memory, when it 

ſo overſhoots his ordinary reaſon and good manners. 
Yet after all, ſurely you'l ſay, there is ſom- 
thing chargable upon the Dean in that Chapter , 
which gave ſo delightful an entertainment tothe Town 
Sparks, and was fuch a common Topick of Raillery a- 
mongſt his Enemies | why? if writing zztention with 
an s inſtead of a #, or erroxeons with an # for thee, or 
Hilary with a double /; &c. be ſuch proper Cauſes for 
raiſing the S; /eex, they that are ſo diſpoſed, may *ene 
take up the firſt Authour they meet with, and they 
will never want a Subject for their Merriment ; But 
the Dean has twice writ then-for than, and ſo it may 
be does every body elſe ſometimes; and even our 
Authour too, if it was worth any Mans while to ex- 
amine ; and it 1s never writ otherwiſe in our 
Engliſh Bib/es, nor I believe in the very lateſt Editions 
of our Common Prayer-Books ; and to gratihe this exa(# 
Man, I will dire& him him to two places there, one is 
in the 4A:havaſpan Creed, greater or leſs then another ; and 
the ſame is twice together in the Cold? for the Twelfth- 
Sunday after Trinity ; and his induſtrious accuteneſs 
may perhaps find more. Andin his zext Encomiums 
upon our Liturgy, let him reſcue theſe 
Page 341. paſſages from being exceedingly abſurd im- 
proper, 
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proper,and not Engliſh,or fairly recant,what he has writ 
here ; the ſame may be urg?*d,as to rhat,and it,and who/: 
or which, which are omen uſed there, either as 
to Perſons or things ; But it is not to be denyed, that 
this was a very bewitching opportunity for our Au- 
thour to ſhow his parts and Learning, and like any 
grave Preceptor,to manifeſt the difference between ther 
and then, &c. and to lay down ſuch Notable Exampl s. 

I might proceed to obſerve the vanity of 
ſome other of his Inſtances, but that noe be 
indeed to imitae him too much, and I cannot think ſo 
meanly of you, as to ſuppoſe it a diverſi n, and much 
leſs, that you need any more than theſe Hzxts, to let 
you into the fuller knowledge of this few Authours 
very Malicious, but yet egregious way of trifling. 

And yet I muſt not omit to Remark, it is {6 
well worthy of it, how very grave and cruel he 
is at the Concluſion of this Chapter of /mall things ; 
he would fain argue theſe poor miſtakes into the ſe- 
vereſt Inſtruments of his wrath and vengeance, and 
after a moſt peculiar manner of Compariſon, would 
have them to be like pointed Daggers, and talks of 
ſtabbing and wounding and bleeding to death ; as if he 
aimed at ſomething beyond the Deans reputation, 
and it is well for him, eſpecially while the evil Spirit 
was upon the Animadverter, that he was ſo far out 
of his way*; by this one would gueſs, he ſhould be a 
Man at his — Ave much better than his Argument; 
And as he is perhaps one of the firſt Grammarians that 
endeavoured to prove the point of an Accent, to be 
as dangerous as the point of a Dagger ; there are not 
many before him ſurely, that brought the Authority 
of a Father to make it good : But this puts me 1n 
E 2 mind 
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mind of my promiſe, which was to Conſider this Au- 
thours merits, and that all this was not done, mere- 
ly to ſhow his Teeth, but ſomething of his wit and 
Learning too. And therefore at the very entrance 
upon his Grammatical Remarks, what 
Page 333+ an elaborate Criticizing have we! upon 
the « IN dxamwpazy; Which having own- 
ed tobe in the Fathers, and accordingly writ it fo him- 
ſelf, there was. in that reſpect, no occaſion to menti- 
on it on the Deans account; and therefore almoſt a 
whole Page, (and after he had but juſt 
Page 328, before complained, that his Book was 
grown #00 big,) is filled with a Learned 
Diſquiſition about a ſingle Letter ; which to his ever- 
laſting Praiſe be own'd, was to ſhow his L exicographi- 
cal Reading. Such another large andelaborate account 
have we Page 343. What a Paraphraſe and what a 
Periphraſis is ; and the minute difference between 
them, and ſundry curious. Examples to Illuſtrate it, as 
in, the famous Caſe of chez, and thay ; and for this, we 
mult thank the happy miſprinting of Periphraſis, for 
as without that, the Animadverter had lolt the wel- 
come. opportunity, of ſetting ferth what a mighty 
Man he was at Rhetorick, his Readers had loſt tie un- 
common and moſt edifying Inſtructions, of ſo greax 

a Maſter in the Art. 
If I ſhould go on rocommend him on this. account ; 
I ſhould never have done, thereare ſo many extraordi- 
gary occaſions for it, he tels us,, with the greateſt ex- 
aAneſs, not only the meaning of Greek and Latin 
words, but of many E- g/iſh. too,and has traced them af. 
ter the niceſt inquiry, to their very Fountains-Heads ; 
be has bleſſed the world. with. many rare diſcoveries, 
and; 
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and deſerves a State for that one Chapter of his Book. 
But tho? it is net to be doubted but that the deſire 
of Fame and Glory might carry him on to theſe nicer 
Labours, and more exquiſite Atchievments, yet Vex- 
ation and Malice, as they began, they fail not ro give 
the finiſhing ſtroke. And accordingly when he had 
done with his Books, the Angry Maz falls upon a 
Province, the moſt unſuitable in the World for him ; 
and that is to give ſome account of the Deans Temper ; 
for onemight with ſome degrees of Patience, read his 
LeEtures, upon Grammar, and Rhetorick, upon Words 
and Accents, ſince it ſeems to be his peculiar Talepr. 
But for ſuch a Man to write Characters of "Tempers 
and Diſpoſitions, who has ſo viie a Nature of his 
own, and after he has given ſo many lewd and match- 
leſs inſtances of it ! This is an undertaking in which 
even he himſelf, though ſo very much in love with 
himſelf, could never hope for ſucceſs ; for what can he 
fuppoſe to be worſe uſage of an Adverſary, which he 
has not moſt liberally exerciſed rowards the Deay ! 
For he has uaprovok*d (by any thing that appears) 
as to his own particular, ranſack*d into. all the Deaz 
has writ, and whether the Miſtake was his, or ano- 
ther Perſons ; whether it was-his Fault, or his mere 
Natural Infirmity ; whether it was a trifle, or a pure 
overſight ; whether it was ever accounted for, or not;. 
all is amaſſed together, and with the utmoſt bitterneſs 
2nd aggravation of Stile, furioully charg*d upon him : 
And notwithſtanding he picks up every thing that he: 
can.any where find, to make a diſcovery of the Deans: 
Temper, yet are there no Perſonal Reflections,. or any 
privats Stories to be tound amongſt them, andwhere- 
in he himſelf, to draw the plaineſt CharaQter of him- 
{1f,. {a largely abounds. And. belides,, the Animals 
wVErien 
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werter recounts not any of the Provocations from the 
Deans Antagoniſts, nor conſiders how far, according 
to a forementioned Rule of his own, he might war- 
rantably return according to the mesſures he had re- 
ceived from them ; for if he had taken though a par- 
tial view, he might have found amongſt them ſome 
of his Brethren in heat and malice ; though amidſt 
that great variety of the Deans ingagements, and 
perhaps with ſome of the worſt of all Parties, he has 
not met with any, that in all reſpe&s, could match 

the Animadverter.in venomous ſpight and ſcurrility, 
And in his _o_ heat, towards the concluſion 
of his work, our Author ſeems to be a little ſenſible 
of it himſelf : And whether in a relenting Mood, or 
more probably under a ſeeling fenſe of what he de- 
ſerved ; out of a dear regard to his own Reputation, 
aſter the very ill Charatter he had given of himſelf 
inſtead of the Dean, he would fain have the Reader 
to have a good Opinion of him. And therefore after 
all would aſſure him in ſober ſadneſs, that nothing 
has been there uttered by Chance, or in the heit of « 
preſent Paſſion, but upon a due calm and ſedate Con- 
flderation, &c. Now whether he alwayes writ when 
the Paſſion was upon him, I will not ſay, but that 
the effeAs of it ſtill continued, and that he all along 
retained that Gredge in his mind againſt the Deaz, 
which he was not willing to leave 1n his Reader a- 
ainſt himſelf ; and whether a great many things 
1ave been not only uttered beyond all ordinary ſhame 
and decency, but raſhly, and unwarrantably, and 
falſly too, may be fairly left with you, and if you 

pleaſe, with any ſober __ —_ Reader. Iam, 

Tour Aﬀettionate Friend. 
A 
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\ A THEN I had finiſhed the foregoing Letter, 
the Animadverters Book, entituled, 7 rithei/m 
charged upon Dy. Sherlocks New Notion of the Trinity, 
came to my hands, I call it the Animadverters, be- 
cauſe of the general expeQation of it from him ; and 
the as prevailing a Belief, that it is his, now it has 
ot Abroad : Although, beſides the 
iding himſelf, of which he accuſes the Page 2. 
Authoy of the Defence, I had the charity 
to believe there might be, even after all, ſomething 
of the Gentleman remaining in him ; and therefore 
was inclined to think, that at leaſt, ſome part of zhis 
Book, that of it, which is ſo abominably groſs, was 
writ by another hand. But they who pretend to 
know him, ſay, *tis no ſuch matter ; Book, and Ded;- 
cation ; Reaſoning, and Railing ; Ele- 
gancy, and Oyſter-wife Rhetorick ; "tis Page 3. 
all his own. 

I then began to conjecture, what might be the pro- 
bable cauſe of the difference, between this Book, and 
tns former, and between ſome parts of this, and the 
zeſt ; for though in the former Book, as 1 _ i” | 
erve 
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ſerved, he had ſo much Malice , as frequently ſpoiled 
his Arguwert, yet it gave an edge to his Wit; in 
this he ſeems to be overſtocked, and to have had /o 
much more, as even blunted his Genizs, and depriv*'d 
us of that ſmartneſs of Thought, and thoſe pretty 
turnings of the Fancy, he was ſo famous for before. 
And I weat on yet farther, in imagining, what might 
be the ſad occaſion of the growth and increaſe of this 
evil upon him ; and I could not help thinking, that 
it muſt certainly ariſe from ſome was great diſap- 
pointment, either from his old Friend, the Deax of 
St. Pauls, or from the reft of the World about him. 
As to the Reverend Dean, him, he thought he ſhould 
not fail to vex and provoke, by his Arguments, and 
his way of Writing; and now poor Man ! he ſenſi- 
bly feels it his hard luck, to do it by neither : But 
however, he would fain pleaſe himſelf with the hear- 
ſay, or rather with the zzvention, of the contrary ; 
and ſuppoſing the Dean, in his own caſe (Page 298. of 
this Book) he talks of #ra»ſports, and firs, and agontes ; 
for the Rage and Fury of thoſe Lines, if it declared 
not his own condition, yet together with the conti- 
nued Stile of this whole Book, it is a ſure demonſtra- 
tion, that he even believes not, himſelf, any thing that 
he has ſaid there, nor in many of the other places of it. 
His other Gon is from the World ; which 
though generally apt to be drawn in, and with too 


much forwardneſs to take part with an invei;ve, yet 
his was too plain, even to be made a ſnare for the 
Cenſorious : For though his Animadverſions were at 
firſt bought up with an eager Curioſity, yet the Ma- 
lice and Trifling in them, was too obvious and fulſom 
to prevail long ; though the Book was grac'd (as _ 
X MHI* 
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Animadverter ſeems here to pleaſe himſelf, Pape 3.) 
with ſuch ſmartneſs of Thought, ſuch peculiar Graces, 
and Jo many lucky hits of Fancy, to recommend it to the 
Learned and Ingenious ; who yet firſt gave it over, and 
then the reſt laid it down of courſe. 

And though the Animadverter ſpeaks Page 286, 
here with great contempt of the Reve- 
read Deans Diſcourſes of Death and Fudement, &c, and 
would have no Body read them I ſuppoſe, for the 
like reaſon as he would have all men to ſbax his com- 
pany ; though the truth is, it may be, becauſe he 
could not get into it : But alas! his poor Opinion, if 
it was not prejudiced, is of very little account in the 
Warld, eſpecially in Arguments of that Nature ; and 
as he may write long enough before he can come up to 
any thing like them, he wh write longer ſtill, before 
he can perſwade the Equal and Judicious, nay the 
greateſt part of the Nation, from conſidering that 
Reverend Perſon otherwiſe, than as Commendable, and. 
a Great May, not only on the account of his Prefer- 
_— but his _ too. . 

And now as to © t inequality in the compo : 
ſure of this laſt work I ron poor bobling 
thing calPd the Epiſtle Dedicatory, as it offers it ſelf 
firſt, it is the more remarkable ; perhaps the Aathoy 
was in haſte, or his Mind fo long chafed with the 
Book, he could hardly cool himſelt fo, as readily to - 
get into a Temper and Stile fic for an Epiſt/e ! But 

urely the Perſous to whom he addrefles, and the pur- 
poſe of his application to them, deſerved more care 
things of this Natureare not commonly writ by others, 
but with the greateft ſmartnefs of Thought and the moſt 
pecaliar graces of Stile to recommend them ; and a little 
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of that, methinks, would not have done amiſs here : 
But *tis to be hoped the Learned Profeſſors will conſi- 
der him ; ſince Dedications and Panegyricks belong not 
to our Authors kind. He muſt force Nature, and 
ſtrain bard even to be Civil, eſpecially to his Seperjors ; 
but to addreſs gracefully ! he was not born toit; and 
then you know, Art and Endeavour but ſeldom gain 
the point of Inclination ; Satyr and InveCtive is his 
Natural, and therefore it is his improved Talent. 

But then again, as to the beginning of the Book it 
{elf, it is not, though it would ſeem to be, as if he 
ſet out in #r:umph, but vexation ; For although he 
afterwards hardly allows the Defender (and ſuppoſing 
him the Dean) to have ſaid one wiſe word in Anſwer 
to his Animadverſions : And although he here talks 
much of the R__ of the Defence, and would ſeem 
grievouſly to deſpiſe it, for its want of ba/k ; yet for 
all that,was there ſomething in it that touched him in 
the tendereſt part, and he preſently ſhows it, in the 
moſt vehement expreſſions of a feeling concern : For 
if the Deans Anſwer, as be takes it, was fo very de- 
ſpiſcable, why all that Foam and Rage againſt it ? No, 
whatſoever " nn words were given him, and which 
he has made much worſe, by putting them together, 
yet they manifeſt not enough of that Anger and Vexa- 
tion, which he hoped to have ſtirred up 1n his Adver- 
ſary. The Defence wastoo calmly, too unconcerned- 
ly writ, and which all the World will bear witneſs to, 
after ſuch manifold and notorious provocations. This 
is that which ſo grievouſly baulk*'d the Angry Man ; 
his Paſſion is deſpiſed, and his an Book [ittle more 


accounted of, than an il|-natured Jeſt ; and he is ready 
to loſe his Wits, and break his Hears about it ; For 
where 
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where-are the peculiar Graces ! The ſmartneſS of Thouzht !* 
T he lucky hits of Fazcy ! as he fo plain- 

ly ſpeaks of his Animadverſions, in com- Page 3, 
pariſon with the Defence ; Ay ! where 

are they indeed ! they muſt be tranſplanted from the 
firſt Book, to ſupport the credit of the ſecond ; for 
here they are all ſunk into the Diale& of the Porter 
and the Carman, and the famons,. the moſt entertain» 
ing Animadverter creeps low, and flags baſely at the 
very entrance upon his next attempt, ms which, 
with the addition of the Preface to it ; the Bookſeller 
(ſetting aſide what the Author takes off himſelf) no 
doubt on't, finds wofully to his coſt, 

But to give the Animaaverter his due ; tho? Anger 
has the maſtery, and ſo far overpowers him at the 
beginning of this Book, yet he makes a ſhift to get 
above it towards the end; and. that is, while he is 
making his court to the Socinian Conſiderer ; for ſo we 
may file Civility in him, which cannot be ſuppoſed 
ta be without defign ; though even then, he payes it 
moſt reſpectfully to his Inferiors ; For notwithſtand- 
ing he accuſes him (the Coxſiderer) to have ſaid many 
falls and malicious things of him ; ay, ſo high and 
criminal, . as fitter to be tryed before a Judge, than to be 
debated with the Pen ; as arraigning him in the face of 
the World, for a Rogue, an Hypocrite, .a Renouncer of 
his 'Faith, p. 311. And concludes p. 312. I believe 
the World can hardly ſhew another inſtance of ſuch bitter 
virulent and reproachful Language. Well, and what 
ſhall be done then with this vile Wretch ! Shall he 
be challeng?d or ſtab'd' No, no ſuch matter : There 
is either ſome ſecret and ſofter meaning in all theſe 
tragick expreſſions, or he had (to ſerve . ſome other 

F. 2. purpole), 
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-purpoſe) carried the charge too high : For notwith- 
ſtanding, adds he, I have thought fit to treat this Conſi- 
derer, in a very different way from that, I treated Dry. 
Sherlock. And why , ſo much uncommon kindneſs 
to a profeſſed Socizian, and one that made ſo many 
fair ſteps towards the Gallows? Why ! (the good 
natured Azimadverter would make you believe, he 
loves his Neighbour better than himſelf) becauſe 
Dr. Sherlock has treated ſome other Men ill : and if 
we ſhould ſuppoſe that ; has not the Socinian —_— 
derer done his part here alſo to the height ? Surely the 
Animadverter cannot ſo far forget the Fellow-ſufterers 
with himſelf in the ſame Book ! Dr. Walls, Dr. Cad- 
worth, Mr. Hooker, all Venerable Names : But Dr. 
Sherlock was amongſt them, and ſo long as he is but 
handled a little, it ſhall atone for whatever ill uſage, 
of other worthy Men ; nay, and for all the injuries 
done to himſelf. 

Another thing that perhaps reconciles the Animad- 
wverter the better to the Socinian, may be ſome later 
refleiting Conſiderations upon ſome other, every way 
. great, and Learned Perſons; of whom two had been 
Deans of St. Paals, to which ſucceſſion of Men, I 
doubt,the Animadverter bears a continued diſpleaſure, 
and to all that admire them; and it may be for ſome- 
thing elſe, beſides their ſtepping into the Dearery be- 
fore him, 

There is another Reaſon which I wonder the 4:- 
madverter takes no notice of, for his own ſake ; I mean 
the lofty Encomiums which this Socinian Conſiderer 
paſſes in the ſame Book, Coxſid. p. 25. upon the Wit 
and Stile, the Method and Structure of the Animad- 


verſions 3 which might incline even ſuch a Man as the 
Author 
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Aathor of them, to bear ſome other hard things well, 
and to which in this forgiving humour, I doubt nor, 
he had a ſecret regard. 

But I ſhould never be forgiven, if I ſhould fay that 
after all, there may be a nearer agreement between 
the Conſiderer and the Animadverter, in their Notions, 
than the Animadverter is willing to own ; though the 
Conſiderer does, as is noted before ; and then all the 
foregoing Rant, may be but as a blind, to conceal it ; 
and the Animadverters moſt gracious Pardox needed 
not have been mentioned ; it would have come of 
courſe. 

And now as this may very well ſerve,yet farther to 
juſtifie my way of ſtsling the Socinian, the Animadver- 
ters Friend, (tor I queſtion whether our Author ever 
ſhowed ſo many ſigns of Friendſhip to any body), it 
may alſo tairly vindicate ſome harſh Expreſſions in 
the Letter, and ſome quoted from the Defence ; for 
ſurely this ſecond Book has not at all mended the mat- 
ter, but highly aggravated it, both as to the ſtile and 
fories in it : And though tis caſte enough to give foul 
Language, and there we wag enough that might bg 
told ; yet this is not Chriſtian, whatever he may think 
it : And though he takes it for granted, that ir is 
lawful for him, to write every thing that he hears, 
or conjectures, or invents, wherewith to aſperſe the 
Reverend Dean ; yet the Dean and his Admirers, do 
even ſtill think this 700 ſcandalows to be imitated, and 
that there are many things not fit to be writ, even of 
him ; for it is but a very untoward, and will prove 
ſurely, a very unſucceſsful way, of aflerting or ex- 

laining a Point of Faith, to jacrifice the Chriſtian 
orals in the performance. ws 


(+385) 
© But-before I have'done, though I had'almoſt for- 
ot, I muſt acknowledge, that the, Animadverter at 
length has own'd, page 284. that Dr. Sherlock did ſome- 
what attone,” in his Defence of the Diſcourſe concernin 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt,for not expreſling the ſenſe 
of Dr. Owens Opinion.in more. ioffenſive words. - But 
as to the Opinion it ſelf ;: I fee not an, Argument yet 
farther advanced in. the. defence of it.; for. though in 
We . the Mahumetap Example, we have lym, 
Page 283. (and thanks to his Conceſſion) allow- 
ing a diſparity of Perſons, that is be- 
tween the Apoſtle St. Paul and Dr, Owen. ; but he 
would ſeem to make their Doctrize the.ſame ; yet I 
ſuppoſe, he is ſtill very Willing, that his Reader ſhould 
take it for granted. | Ns 
a And as to his derivation of « Myſtery, 
Page. 4 ©. with which he. again begins ; and 
wo Go becaule (TI havehintedat it) with which 
E-ſhall conclude. It 1s remarkable, that he was, forced 
to. turn.his Ex ij into Latin, in that Language only, 
to bring himſelf off.; which, whether he deſigned for 
his Readers inſtruction, or to make him /2ugh ! Ag he: 
ſeems to-have, done the Explanation of the grinning 
Species, ' Page 3.. And again, Page 298. (for. T can; 
nat reckon. this, ſo proper an: occaſion,.. to. ſhow his 
Skill) it muſt be left to his own grave Determination, 
when the.next. fir of Anger, and Writing, comes up 
on him... Ds 
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